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Board of Directors 
 

Cecil A. Jones  

President, (12) 
 

James Morgan 

Vice President, (13) 
 

Dwight Bower 

Secretary, (14) 
 

Gary Mester 

Treasurer, (12) 

gmester@aol.com 
 

Chris Custode 

Program Chairman, (12) 

ccustode@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Wilkin 

Past President, (14) 
 

Curl Piggott, (13) 

Wynne Saffer, (13) 

Craig Swain, (14) 
 

Dues:  $25 

(Due in March) 
 

LCCWRT Web Site 

http://lccwrt.wordpress 

.com 
 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 1622 

Leesburg, VA 20177-1622 
 

For Information or 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contact Newsletter Staff 
 

Craig Swain, Editor 

J&C Cannon, Type Setters 

Gary Mester, Distribution 
 

 

November Speaker:   Brian Boucher 
 

Brian W. Boucher is a native of Loudoun County.  He is a graduate of 

Hamden-Sydney College and the University of Virginia School of Law, and 

currently works for the Town of Leesburg as Deputy Director of the 

Department of Planning and Zoning.  Formerly he was a member of the Board 

of Directors of the Loudoun Museum, the Loudoun Tourism Council and the 

Mt. Zion Church Preservation Association. In past years Brian has presented 

lectures on Civil War history to various organizations and conducted related 

bus tours in Loudoun County and contributed articles to local newspapers on 

historical subjects.  He was named the Preservation Society of Loudoun 

County Preservationist of the Year in 2006. Brian and his wife Beverly live 

near Middleburg.  

 

McClellan’s Last Campaign – The Invasion of 

Loudoun in the fall of 1862 
 

In the aftermath of Antietam, the Army of the Potomac returned to Virginia by 

way of Loudoun County.  Tonight’s talk will focus on the goals of the 

campaign, the military clashes that resulted across Loudoun, the impact on the 

populace and finally, the important result of the operation.  Our speaker will 

give an idea of what it must have been like to experience the campaign. 

 

Meeting is at Balch Library 
 

 

 

Date:    November 13, 2012 

Time:   7:30 PM 

Place:  Thomas Balch Library 

                208 West Market Street 

                Leesburg, Virginia 20176 

                703-737-7195 

 

 

 

Speaker:  Brian Boucher 

 

Subject:  The War in Loudoun County                  

-1862 

 
 



 

 

Loudoun County Civil War 

Roundtable Speakers 

and Programs for 2012 

 
 
 

Dec 11 - Christmas dinner/members’ meeting 
 

NOTE:  If anyone has a suggestion for a 

speaker or a topic, please contact Chris 

Custode at a meeting or by email at 

ccustode@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Newsletter Changes 
 

The Board of Directors asks for input with 

respect to newsletter production and 

distribution.   In the last meeting, the directors 

approved a motion to eliminate the physical 

production and mailing of the monthly 

newsletter for December 2012 and all of 2013.  

An electronic version of the newsletter would 

continue to be distributed among the 

membership using email and by way of the 

roundtable’s website. 

 

The small hand card with monthly speakers 

and topics would continue to be made available 

to the membership at the beginning of the year. 

 

The board indicated arrangements could be 

made for those who still desire a printed copy 

of the newsletter.  But no details were 

discussed in the board meeting. 

 

This change such a move would save the 

roundtable approximately $900/year which 

could be used to bring in speakers and support 

worthy Civil War preservation efforts. 

 
 

Reminder for December 

Members Meeting 
 

Members interested in presenting at the December 

meeting, please start thinking about a topic. 

 

As in the past, the Members Meeting will feature 

three LCCWRT members speaking for 10-15 

minutes on topics of their own choosing. First three 

to offer get the slots and will speak in the order in 

which they came forth. 

 

Please see Jim Morgan with your name and topic no 

later than November 13, the date the November 

meeting, so that he can include the information for 

the December newsletter. 

 

"Potluck Dinner" 

  
As before, this will be a potluck dinner for which 

each member is asked to bring a dish according to the 

alphabetical schedule below. Anyone who can come 

a bit early and stay a bit late to help with set up and 

cleanup is encouraged to do so. 

  

If your name begins with A – H, please bring a main 

course or casserole dish.  If I – P bring a salad or 

side.  If Q – Z bring a desert. 

  

The Roundtable will furnish drinks, tableware, 

napkins, rolls, a meat tray, and a cheese tray. Also, 

you may bring guests but remember to bring enough 

food for them as well.  Feel free to introduce your 

guests when announcements are called for at the 

beginning of the meeting. 

 

Date:   December 13, 2011 

Time:   7:30 PM 

Place:  Presbyterian Church 

                207 West Market Street 

                Leesburg, Virginia 20176 

                703-737-7195 

mailto:ccustode@yahoo.com


 

 

It Happened 150 Years Ago in November 
 

November 2 - Cavalry fighting in Loudoun Valley near the town of Unison comes to a close as General Stuart 

withdraws through Ashby's Gap.  Stuart's delay of the Federal advance bought time for the Confederates, and 

also added to Lincoln's dissatisfaction with McClellan. 
 

November 7 - General Catharinus Buckingham carries orders replacing General McClellan with General 

Burnside as commander of the Army of the Potomac. 
 

November 8 - General N.P. Banks replaces General Benjamin Butler in command of Federal troops along the 

lower Mississippi, centered at New Orleans. 
 

November 8 - The CSS Alabama captures and burns the Yankee trader T. B. Wales off the coast of Bermuda.  

This was the Alabama's last capture before making port in Martinique for resupply. 
 

November 15 - President Lincoln visits the Washington Navy Yard to observe an experimental rocket test 

directed by Captain John Dahlgren, along with Secretaries Seward and Chase. The rocket exploded and nearly 

killed the entire party. 
 

November 17 - The Right Grand Division of the Army of the Potomac arrives in Falmouth, Virginia but was 

unable to cross the Rappahannock as it awaits pontoon bridges. 
 

November 20 - The Army of Tennessee is officially formed, as part of an effort to organize the chaotic 

Confederate command structure in the west.  General Braxton Bragg is the first commander of this new 

formation. 
 

November 21 - James A. Seddon becomes the fourth Confederate Secretary of War, as George W. Randolph 

stepped down due to health reasons (and conflicts with President Davis). 
 

November 26 - President Lincoln meets with General Burnside at Belle Plain, Virginia to discuss the next phase 

of operations for the Army of the Potomac.  Burnside turns down suggestions to cross above and below 

Fredericksburg, preferring to cross directly at the city. 
 

November 28 - In the nine hour long battle of Cane Hill, Arkansas, Federals under General James Blunt defeat 

Confederates under General John Marmaduke.  The action limits Federal advances into the Boston Mountains, 

and is a prelude to the larger battle of Prairie Grove. 
 

November 30 - Resupplied, the CSS Alabama ventures into the Caribbean, capturing the merchant Parker Cooke.  

The Alabama would spend the next two months in the warmer waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

 

Jackson's Men crossing at White's Ford  



 

 

Loudoun County Civil War Round Table 

PO Box 1622 

Leesburg, Virginia 20177-1622 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

November 19 - Gettysburg Address anniversary observation with speakers and other ceremonies in 

Gettysburg. gettysburg.edu/civilwar/institute 

 

December 1 - Grand Illumination of the Antietam battlefield near Sharpsburg. Big annual event with 

candles representing battle casualties. Gates open 6 pm. Free. Living history at the Pry House Field 

Hospital at nearby Keedysville. 11 am-5 pm. www.nps.gov for illumination; www.civilwarmed.org for 

living history. 

 

December 3 - Living history, "Christmas in Camp," solider and civilian holiday traditions at the Historic 

Blenheim Civil War Interpretive Center. Noon-4 pm. Free. 703-591-0506. 

 

December 7-15 - Tours, ranger-led anniversary walks matching times and location of major events 

relating to the Battle of Fredericksburg. 

nps.gov/frsp/sesquicentennial.htm 

 


